Dear Readers, Most of you don't know me, but you've seen my handiwork. For the past 20 years, I've been the designer and production specialist for Baylor University Medical Center Proceedings-all 79 issues. Rose Kraft, the first managing editor, hired me while I was still enrolled in graduate school at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas. I had been a registered medical technologist at Baylor for 9 years, but I wanted to switch gears and use my science background in a career that would also provide a creative outlet. The program in biomedical media development at Southwestern offered the perfect blend of art and science and provided an introduction to what was then a revolutionary idea: desktop publishing.
Rose and her staff in the new Scientific Publications Office were preparing to launch a general medical journal at Baylor by using Macintosh computers and Aldus PageMaker, the only layout software available then. I joined the office in July 1987, and we published the first issue of Proceedings in January 1988. We also offered editorial and graphics services for physicians and scientists who were publishing and presenting elsewhere.
To say that I've seen a few changes in the past 20 years would be a colossal understatement. In 1988, I wrote to a former classmate about my new job and described my Macintosh II computer as "the Rolls-Royce of Macs." It had a huge (13-inch!) color monitor, 5 megabytes of RAM, and a whopping 40-megabyte hard drive that I thought I could never fill up. (In today's world of gigabytes and terabytes, a 40-megabyte hard drive couldn't hold a single 10 × 12-inch high-resolution color digital photograph.)
For the first several years, "desktop publishing" was something of a misnomer. Although I did the typesetting and graphics for the journal on my computer, photographs required traditional production techniques: I mounted prints on mat board and sent them to the printing company, where they were shot as halftones and manually stripped into the layout that I had prepared in PageMaker. The debut of Photoshop and high-
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resolution desktop scanners changed all that, but the enormous size of the scanned files made storing and transporting them a challenge. Every technological innovation seemed to beget another piece of equipment and new or upgraded software. Such changes, which have often occurred at a dizzying pace, are ongoing: I now use Adobe InDesign CS2 for the layout. Learning and adapting have always been essential for keeping up.
I've had tremendous support and leadership through the years from two superb managers, each of whom also served as the journal's managing editor. Rose saw my potential and hired me despite my lack of real-world publishing experience (2 years on my high school's annual staff notwithstanding). She had a wealth of experience in medical editing and manuscript preparation, to be sure, but taking on journal production and distribution added a new dimension of complexity to the process. We learned together and watched with pride as our fledgling publication grew and began to flourish. Despite the challenges that she faced along the way, establishing the journal was a labor of love for Rose. When she retired in 1999, Proceedings was on a firm footing, thanks to her wisdom, hard work, and tenacity.
Cindy Orticio, the current managing editor, has taken the journal even further: Proceedings' acceptance into the PubMed Central archive in 2005 is tangible evidence of that fact. She is highly skilled and astonishingly efficient, juggling multiple roles with ease. Cindy, like Rose, has supported my professional growth through workshops, seminars, and memberships in professional associations. In 2002, Cindy encouraged me to take the certification test offered by the Board of Editors in the Life Sciences. She was convinced that I would pass, even though I was skeptical; fortunately, she was right.
I've had a remarkable 20-year tenure in the Scientific Publications Office at Baylor. In looking back, however, I've come to realize that it's time to move on. Although I'm uncertain of what lies ahead for me professionally, I am certain of these two things: 1) I'm tremendously proud of Baylor University Medical Center Proceedings, and 2) I'm grateful to the editors and staff, past and present, and especially grateful to our authors and readers-you make the journal possible.
I hope I've served you well.
-Beverly Peters, MA, ELS Production Specialist
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